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I N T R O D U C T I O N

Project History

The Pacific Northwest Risk Management Education Project is a three-
state effort among Idaho, Oregon, and Washington with the goal of im-
proving the survivability and profitability of wheat producers by helping
them improve and apply their risk management skills. The primary focus
has been on cereal grain producers; however, many of the materials are
applicable to producers of other commodities as well.

During the winter of 1998-99, a series of risk management workshops
were held in each of the three states to provide useful materials and con-
cepts to wheat producers. The private and public partnerships developed
through this project were key in delivering the workshops and creating the
curriculum. The curriculum is designed for self-study or educating agricul-
tural professionals or producers in workshop settings. It could be incorpo-
rated into in-house training for agri-business and agri-financial firms or into
the educational programs those businesses deliver to their clientele.

Project Partners

Washington State University Cooperative Extension
NW Farm Management Instructors
Columbia River Bank
University of Idaho Cooperative Extension System
Oregon Wheat Growers League
USDA Risk Management Agency, Spokane Regional Office
Oregon State University Extension Service
Farm Credit Services
Intertribal Agriculture Council
Idaho Grain Producers Association
NCIS Regional Insurance Companies
Washington Association of Wheat Growers
Country Hedging Inc.
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Project Funding

The Pacific Northwest Risk Management Education Project was funded by
the USDA’s Risk Management Education Initiative with the help of the
Cooperative State Research Education and Extension Service (CSREES),
Risk Management Agency (RMA), Commodity Futures Trading Commis-
sion (CFTC), and USDA Office of Outreach. Five million dollars was allo-
cated in federal fiscal year 1998 for risk management education.  Of that
money 3 million dollars was allocated for national competitive grants. The
Pacific Northwest Risk Management Education Project was one of 17 to
receive funding.

Special Thanks

…to all the partners on the coordinating committee who made this project
a success. The coordinating committee consisted of commodity brokers,
farmers, insurance agents, lenders, grain growers associations, tribal organi-
zations, the regional risk management agency, community college farm
business management instructors, and extension educators. We appreci-
ate the time and effort the committee members devoted to the project.
Thank you.

Credits

Coordinated by
Jonathan Newkirk
Project Director
Extension Economist
Washington State University Cooperative Extension, Ritzville, WA

Traci Schoessler
Project Coordinator
Washington State University Cooperative Extension, Ritzville, WA

Workshops produced by
Oregon Wheat Growers League
Oregon State University Extension Service
Idaho Grain Producers Association
University of Idaho Cooperative Extension System
Washington Association of Wheat Growers
Washington State University Cooperative Extension
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Workshop Speakers
Bart Eleveld, Oregon State University Extension Service
Clark Seavert, Oregon State University Extension Service
Larry Makus, University of Idaho Cooperative Extension System
Paul Patterson, University of Idaho Cooperative Extension System
Jon Newkirk, Washington State University Cooperative Extension
Tom Worley, Washington State University Cooperative Extension
Betty Meloy, Washington State University Cooperative Extension
Margaret Viebrock, Washington State University Cooperative Extension
Ann Diede, Washington State University Cooperative Extension
Gayle Willett, Washington State University Cooperative Extension
Mike Krueger, MK Commodities, Inc
Gary Hofer, WAWG REAP Director
Augusto Bassanini, Country Hedging, Inc
Brian Gordon, Country Hedging, Inc
Jason Ludeman, Country Hedging, Inc
Howard Nelson, Country Hedging, Inc
Bart Gebers, LeMaster & Daniels PLLC

Funded by
USDA’s Risk Management Education Initiative
Cooperative State Research Education and Extension Service
USDA Risk Management Agency
Commodity Futures Trading Commission
USDA Office of Outreach

Curriculum Developers
Larry Makus, University of Idaho
Paul Patterson, University of Idaho
Gayle Willett, Washington State University
Tom Worley, Washington State University
Jo Lynne Seufer, USDA Risk Management Agency

Decision Tool Developers
Bart Eleveld, Oregon State University
Jeff Connor, Oregon State University
Bill Looney, Big Bend Community College

Advised by project coordinating committee
Washington State University Cooperative Extension

Jon Newkirk
Traci Schoessler
Gayle Willet
Tom Worley
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NW Farm Management Instructors
Bill Looney

Country Hedging, Inc.
Keith Banta

University of Idaho Cooperative Extension System
Larry Makus
Paul Patterson

Oregon Wheat Growers League
Daren Coppock

USDA Risk Management Agency
Dave Green
Dave Paul
Jo Lynne Seufer

Farm Credit Services
Steve Koehler

Oregon State University Extension Service
Jeff Connor
Bart Eleveld

Intertribal Agriculture Council
Mark Wadsworth

Idaho Grain Producers Association
Steve Johnson

NCIS Regional Insurance Companies
Ed Long

Washington Association of Wheat Growers
Gretchen Borck
Gary Hofer

Columbia River Bank
Virgil Choate

Idaho Wheat Producer
Kieth Kinzer
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Oregon Wheat Producer
Greg Goad

Washington Wheat Producer
Dixie Riddle

Contact List

Keith Banta
Country Hedging, Inc.
PO Box 64089
St. Paul, MN 55164-0089
Phone: 651-306-3792
Email: kbanta@countryhedging.com

Gretchen Borck
Washington Association of Wheat Growers
109 E 1st Avenue
Ritzville, WA 99169
Phone: 509-659-0610  ext. 11
Email: wawggb@agritel.net

Virgil Choate
Columbia River Bank
PO Box 1030
The Dalles, OR 97058
Phone: 541-298-6634
Email: none

Jeff Connor
Oregon State University
Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics
Corvallis, OR 97331-3601
Phone: 541-737-1419
Email: connorj@ucs.orst.edu

Daren Coppock
Oregon Wheat Growers League
115 SE 8th Street
Pendleton, OR 97801
Phone: 541-276-7330
Email: dcoppock@owgl.org
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Bart Eleveld
Oregon State University
Ballard Extension Hall, Room 213
Corvallis, OR 97331-3601
Phone: 541-737-1409
Email: bart.eleveld@orst.edu

Dave Green
USDA Risk Management Agency
112 N University, Suite 205
Spokane, WA 99206-5295
Phone: 509-353-2147
Email: david_green@rm.fcic.usda.gov

Gary Hofer
Hofer Risk Management Associates
14 W Main Street
Walla Walla, WA 99362
Phone: 509-525-7005
Email: hoferco@wwics.com

Steve Koehler
Farm Credit Services
PO Box 2515
Spokane, WA 99220
Phone:  509-838-9600
Email: skoehle@farm-credit.com

Steve Johnson
Idaho Grain Producers Association
1109 Main Street, Suite 315
Boise, ID 83702-5642
Phone: 208-345-0706
Email: sjohnsonigpa@cwixmail.com

Ed Long
National Crop Insurance Services
16915 Humming Bird Lane
Nine Mile Falls, WA 99026
Phone: 509-465-4757
Email: none
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Bill Looney
Big Bend Community College
7662 Chanute Street NE
Moses Lake, WA 98837
Phone: 509-762-6275
Email:  billl@bbcc.ctc.edu

Larry Makus
University of Idaho
Department of Agricultural Economics and Rural Sociology
Moscow, ID 83844-2334
Phone:  208-885-6037
Email:  lmakus@uidaho.edu

Jon Newkirk
Washington State University Cooperative Extension
210 W Broadway
Ritzville, WA 99169
Phone: 509-659-3211
Email: jnewkirk@wsu.edu

Paul Patterson
University of Idaho
1776 Science Center Drive
Idaho Falls, ID 83402
Phone: 208-529-8376
Email: ppatterson@ag.uidaho.edu

Dave Paul
USDA Risk Management Agency
112 N University, Suite 205
Spokane, WA 99206-5295
Phone: 509-353-2147
Email: dave_paul@rm.fcic.usda.gov

Jo Lynne Seufer
USDA Risk Management Agency
112 N University, Suite 205
Spokane, WA 99206-5295
Phone: 509-353-2147
Email: jo_lynne_seufer@rm.fcic.usda.gov
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Mark Wadsworth
Intertribal Agriculture Council
PO Box 1003
Ft. Hall, ID 83203
Phone:  208-237-2424
Email:  iacmark@micron.net

Tom Worley
Washington State University
Department of Agricultural Economics
PO Box 646210
Pullman, WA 99164-6210
Phone: 509-335-2934
Email: worley@wsu.edu


